
 
 
 

Proposal for producers. 
 

As you know the anti asbestos activity was very high in Japan last summer. As result Japan has banned 
all type of asbestos by 208. It is not need to say that influence of Japan on the rest Asia is very high. 
For instance Korean government is becoming increasingly stricter in their regulations regarding the use 
of chrysotile. A meeting entitled Asian asbestos Conference will be held in Bangkok Thailand on July 
26 & 27, 2006. The conference will explore the increasing use of asbestos in Asia and discuss the 
problems arising from occupational and environmental exposures to this carcinogenic material. 
 
In the light of these circumstances we urge to undertake immediate steps in Asia. 
Some important for our business countries do not participate in ICA activity. These are Thailand, 
Indonesia, Vietnam and Sri Lanka. The national associations of these countries are not working due to 
lack of cooperation between local producers and absence of financing. Today as never before, we need 
strong, active, and effectually working associations, because only national associations will be able to 
confront anti asbestos activity. Besides we need to have control on the work of these associations. 
 
Our proposals are as follows: 
 

1. To create or revive national associations in collaboration with leaders of local producers; 
It is important to find leaders of industry who will be able to organize and make all 
arrangements; 

 
2. To do this we have to open financing. Most part of that should be directed on PR activity of 

association. What we understand under PR activity. 
 

Hiring of PR manager, who will be responsible for creating web site, media relations, press 
releases, media monitoring, i.e. PR complex. PR manager should coordinate his plan with 
us. The ideology and other materials will be provided by Chrysotile Institute. 

 
3. Principle of financing. In every country it will be different sum that depends on many 

factors. For every country we will have a budget. The total sum will be divided among 
producers in accordance with their market share by each country. 

 
4. Associations should increase work with their governments. For instance, Indonesia and 

Vietnam are not a Party of Rotterdam Convention. Thailand is a Party but is keeping silence. 
We need much more supporters in Rotterdam Convention. 

 
Finally we should have neatly acting structure with branches in every key country, which will follow 
common policy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

EUROPEAN ASBESTOS COFERENCE: 
Policy, Health and Human Rights 

Brussels Declaration – 23 Sept. 2005 
 
 

Preamble 
 
Asbestos remains the principal cause of occupational cancer among the workers in Europe. 
Asbestos products in European homes, commercial buildings and infrastructures and asbestos 
waste in our environment continue to cause unprecedented levels of diseases and mortality. 
 
Year of Action 
 
European labour groups, medical associations and international agencies have issued calls to 
make 2005-2006 the Year of action on Asbestos. To this end, the participants to the European 
Asbestos Conference held in Brussels on September 22/23 2005 call on all European 
Institutions: mainly the European Parliament and the European Commission as well as The 
Council of Europe to devise and implement a European Asbestos Action Plan which would 
take: 
 
Action on Prevention 

  
 To prevent future hazardous exposures, the following steps are recommended: 
 

• rigorous enforcement of EU and national health and safety asbestos legislation; 
 
• as with other carcinogens, all asbestos products should be labelled with a skull and 

crossbones; the use of the current “a” letter logo is unacceptable; 
 
• introduction of mandatory asbestos audits of public buildings by 2007 and domestic 

residences by 2008; as well as all transport means (i.e.: ships, trains, planes) by 2008; 
introduction of EU legislation, including a certification scheme, for the regulation of the 
asbestos removal industry; 

 
• introduction of guidelines for measuring asbestos soil contamination; 
 
• research on safe methods for treating asbestos waste; 
 
• the derogation which allows the use of asbestos in chlorine production should cease; 
 
• the 2003 Directive should be strengthened by eliminating the concept of “sporadic and of 

low intensity exposure”. No exposure to asbestos is safe! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Action on Human Rights 
 
Human rights and the abolition of the death penalty are core values of the EU. Yet, hundreds of 
thousands of Europeans are being deprived of their right to good health through hazardous 
asbestos exposures; in many cases, these exposures are tantamount to a death sentence. Action 
is needed to secure the basic right to work and live in a safe environment. The following steps 
are recommended: 
 
• the reclassification of pleural plaques and some other asbestos conditions as “non-

malignant disease” is required; the current categorization of these symptoms as benign is 
not an accurate reflection of their impact on patients’ health and employment options; 

 
• the establishment of national registers of workers exposed to asbestos and of workers with 

an asbestos related disease; 
 
• the recognition of all work related asbestos diseases as occupational diseases in the 

framework of a harmonization of occupational disease compensation schemes in the 
European Union; 

 
• the development of medical guidelines for the “best treatment” of asbestos-related diseases; 

the development and funding of a research program for the treatment and care of people 
with these diseases;  

 
• the setting up of specific European or national funds or schemes financed by: companies 

involved in asbestos production through contributions and public authorities to grant 
assistance to all victims of occupational, environmental or domestic asbestos exposures; the 
support of asbestos victims’ groups to mobilize and assist the injured; 

 
• the relocation of non-EU companies to the EU to escape asbestos liabilities in their home 

countries should no longer be permitted; 
 
• the setting up of a European research centre for the investigation and implementation of 

safe technology for the removal/cleaning of asbestos contaminated areas which are high risk 
activities. 

 
Action on Double Standards 
 
• The EU should support an international ban of asbestos by an ILO Convention or other 

global instrument and a just transition in developing countries; 
 
• EU legislation should ban the use of asbestos by EU-based companies anywhere in the 

world; lack of compliance with this legislation should be punished by fines which could be 
distributed amongst foreign asbestos victims; 

 
• Strategies for minimizing asbestos liabilities of global defendants are well-developed; the 

EU should work with other partners to establish an international fund to compensate 
asbestos victims of EU companies; 

 
• The transfer of risk from Europe to developing countries is unacceptable. In particular, the 

shipbreaking of asbestos contaminated vessels such as Le Clemenceau in India violate both 
the Basel Convention and EU waste regulations: those rules should be rigorously applied 
and enforced; 



 
 
• Good practice regarding the successful introduction of non-asbestos safe technology in 

Europe should be disseminated to countries which are still using asbestos; 
 
• Finances from the European Social Fund should be made available to support the clean-up 

of asbestos contaminated areas 
 
• EAC participants call for national actions on specific days like the 28th of April 2006, 

International Workers Memorial Day and the 14th of May, Memorial Day for asbestos 
victims in Belgium. In particular they recommend demonstrations in front of Canadian 
embassies; 

 
• The European Union should promote an inquiry on: the present and past activities of 

asbestos multinationals and their corporate links; 
 
• The European organizations involved in the campaign for a world asbestos ban should 

support the struggle of NGO’s, trade unions and other organizations in developing countries 
against asbestos by providing them with information on: best practice, effective legislation, 
medical and technical issues; 
European bodies have an important contribution to make towards the development of 
international networks of cooperation and solidarity. 

 
Furthermore 
 
Asbestos affects a wide range of issues from occupational and public health to the environment 
to consumer affairs to medical research. It is therefore recommended that a person be designated 
to coordinate the EU Asbestos Action Plan. 
 
 


